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1. BEFORE THE DAWN OF HISTORY

From beginnings as remote and simple as these came the proud profession of
Pharmacy. Its development parallels that of man. Ancient man learned from instinct,
from observation of birds and beasts. Cool water, a leaf, dirt, or mud was his first
soothing application. By trial, he learned which served him best. Eventually, he
applied his knowledge for the benefit of others. Though the cavemen’s methods were
crude, many of today’s medicines spring from sources as simple and elementary as
those which were within reach of early man.
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2. PHARMACY IN ANCIENT BABYLONIA

Babylon, jewel of ancient Mesopotamia, often called the cradle of civilization, provides
the earliest known record of practice of the art of the apothecary. Practitioners of healing
of this era (about 2600 B.C.) were priest, pharmacist and physician, all in one. Medical
texts on clay tablets record first the symptoms of illness, the prescription and directions
for compounding, then an invocation to the gods. Ancient Babylonian methods find

counterpart in today’s modern pharmaceutical, medical, and spiritual care of the sick.
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