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3. PHARMACY IN ANCIENT CHINA

Chinese Pharmacy, according to legend, stems from Shen Nung (about 2000 B.C.), emperor
who sought out and investigated the medicinal value of several hundred herbs. He reputed to
have tested many of them on himself, and to have written the first Pen T-Sao, or native her
bal, recording 365 drugs. Still worshiped by native Chinese drug guilds as their patron god,
Shen Nung conceivably examined many herbs, barks, and roots brought in from the fields,
swamps, and woods that are still recognized in Pharmacy today. In the background is the "Pa
Kua, " a mathematical design symbolizing creation and life. Medicinal plants include podophyllum,
rhubarb, ginseng, stramonium, cinnamon bark, and, in the boy's hand, ma huang, or Ephedra.
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4. DAYS OF THE PAPYRUS EBERS

Though Egyptian medicine dates from about 2900 B.C., best known and most important phar-
maceutical record is the "Papyrus Ebers" (1500 B.C.), a collection of 800 prescriptions, men-
tioning 700 drugs. Pharmacy in ancient Egypt was conducted by two or more echelons:

n

gatherers and preparers of drugs, and "chiefs of fabrication," or head pharmacists. They are
thought to have worked in the "House of Life." In a setting such as this, the "Papyrus Ebers"
might have been dictated to a scribe by a head pharmacist as he directed compounding activities

in the drug room.
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