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. THEOPHRASTUS - FATHER OF BOTANY

Theophrastus (about 300 B.C.), among the greatest early Greek philosophers and natural
scientists, is called the "father of botany." His observations and writings dealing with the medi-
cal qualities and peculiarities of herbs are unusually accurate, even in the light of present
knowledge.

He lectured to groups of students who walked about with him, learning of nature by observing
her treasurers at firsthand. In his hands he holds a branch of belladonna. Behind him are pome-
granate blooms, senna, and manuscript scrolls. Slabs of ivory, coated with colored beeswax,
served the students as "slates." Writing was cut into the surface with a stylus.
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6. THE ROYAL TOXICOLOGIST - MITHRIDATES VI

Mithridates V1, King of Pontus (about 100 B.C.), though he battled Rome for a lifetime, found
time to make not only the art of poisoning, but also the art of preventing and counteracting poi-
soning, subjects of intensive study. Unhesitatingly, he used himself as well as his prisoners as
"guinea pigs" on which to test poisons and antidotes. Behind him are rhizotomists, offering
fresh, flowering aconite, ginger, and gentian. At lower right is a crater - a two-piece forerunner
of the champagne bucket. His famed formula of alleged panantidotal powers, "Mithridatum," was
popular for over a thousand years.
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