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7. TERRA SIGILLATA - AN EARLY "TRADEMARKED" DRUG

Man learned early of the prestigious advantage of trademarks as a means of identification of
source and of gaining customers' confidence. One of the first therapeutic agents to bear such a
mark was Terra Sigillata (Sealed Earth), a clay tablet originating on the Mediterranean island
of Lemnos before 500 B.C. One day each year clay was dug from a pit on a Lemnian hillside
in the presence of governmental and religious dignitaries. Washed, refined, rolled to a mass of
proper thickness, the clay was formed into pastilles and impressed with an official seal by
priestesses, then sun-dried. The tablets were then widely distributed commercially.
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8. DIOSCORIDES - A SCIENTIST LOOKS AT DRUGS

In the evolution of all successful and enduring systems of knowledge there comes a time when
the observations of many men, or the intensive studies of one, transcend from the level of trade or
vocation to that of a science. Pedanios Dioscorides (first century A.D.), contributed mightily to
such a transition in Pharmacy. In order to study materia medica, Dioscorides accompanied the
Roman armies throughout the known world. He recorded what he observed, promulgated excellent
rules for collection of drugs, their storage and use. His texts were considered basic science as
late as the sixteenth century.
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