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AVICENNA - THE "PERSIAN GALEN"

Among the brilliant contributors to the sciences of Pharmacy and Medicine during the Arabian
era was one genius who seems to stand for his time-the Persian, Ibn Sina (about 980-1037
A.D.), called Avicenna by the Western world. Pharmacist, poet, physician, philosopher and
diplomat, Avicenna was an intellectual giant, a favorite of Persian princes and rulers. He wrote
in Arabic, often while secluded in the home of an apothecary friend. His pharmaceutical
teachings were accepted as authority in the West until the 17th century; and still are dominant
influences in the Orient.
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SEPARATION OF PHARMACY AND MEDICINE

In European countries exposed to Arabian influence, public pharmacies began to appear in
the 17th century. However, it was not until about 1240 A.D. that, in Sicily and southern Italy,
Pharmacy was separated from Medicine. Frederick 1l of Hohenstaufen, who was Emperor of
Germany as well as King of Sicily, was a living link between Oriental and Occidental worlds.
At his palace in Palermo, he presented subject Pharmacists with the first European edict
completely separating their responsibilities from those of Medicine, and prescribing regulations
for their professional practice.
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