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GREAT MIGIMIENTS IN P'HIARMACY
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SCHEELE - GREATEST OF THE PHARMACISTS - CHEMISTS

During his few short years, Carl Wilhelm Scheele gave to the world discoveries that have
brought its people incalculable advantages. Yet he never forgot that he was, first of all, a
pharmacist. Encouraged by enlightened preceptors, all of his discoveries were made in the
Swedish pharmacists in which he worked, as apprentice, as clerk, and finally as owner, in
Koping. He began in a corner of the stock room of Unicorn Apothecary in Gothenburg. With rare
genius, he made thousands of experiments, discovered oxygen, chlorine, prussic acid, tartaric
acid, tungsten, molybdenum, glycerin, nitroglycerin, and countless other organic compounds
that enter into today's daily life, industry, health, and comfort.
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22. CRAIGIE- AMERICA'S FIRST APOTHECARY GENERAL

First man to hold the rank of a commissioned pharmaceutical officer in an American army was
the Bostonian apothecary, Andrew Craigie. First appointed commissary of medical stores by
Massachusetts' Committee of Safety, April 30, 1775, he was present at the Battle of Bunker
Hill, June 17, 1775, and probably assisted in taking care of the sick and wounded there in a
makeshift station back of the lines. When Congress reorganized the Medical Department of the
Army in 1777, Craigie became the first Apothecary General. He duties included procurement,
storage, manufacture, and distribution of the Army's drug requirements. He also developed an
early wholesaling and manufacturing business.
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