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GREAT MOMENTS IN PHARMACY
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39. THE ERA OF ANTIBIOTICS

Antibiotics are not new. Their actions probably were first observed by Pasteur in 1877. However,
the second quarter of the 20th century marked the flowering of the antibiotic era-a new and dramatic
departure in the production of disease-fighting drugs. Fleming's discovery of penicillin in 1929
went undeveloped and Florey and Chain studied it in 1940. Under pressure of World War II, the
pharmaceutical manufacturers rapidly adapted mass production methods to penicillin; have reduced
costs to 1/1000th the original. Antibiotic discoveries came rapidly in the '40's. Intensive research
continues to find antibiotics that will conquer more of men's microbial enemies.
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40. PHARMACY TODAY AND TOMORROW

Pharmacy, with its heritage of 50 centuries of service to mankind, has come to be recognized as of the
great professions. Like Medicine, it has come through many revolutions, has learned many things, has
had to discard many of its older ways. Pharmacists are among the community's finest educated people.
When today's retail pharmacist fills a prescription written by a physician, he provides a professional
service incorporating the benefits of the work of pharmacists in all branches of the profession-
education, research, development, standards, production, and distribution. Pharmacy's professional
stature will continue to grow in the future as this great heritage and tradition of service is passed on
from preceptor to apprentice, from teacher to student, from father to son.
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